
ACS Nigeria Chapter Celebrates Earth Week 2026: Exploring the Chemistry of the Woods 

The ACS Nigeria International Chemical Science Chapter joined the global scientific community 

on Thursday, April 23, 2026, to celebrate Chemists Celebrate Earth Week (CCEW). Held virtually 

via Zoom, the event centered on the evocative theme, ‘Into the Woods with Chemistry’, drawing 

participants from colleagues, researchers and all the ACS student chapters across the country to 

discuss the vital intersection of chemical science and forest conservation. 

Opening and Keynote Highlights 

The program commenced at 11:00 AM (WAT) with an introduction by Chemist Faith Sutu Patrick-

Inezi, the Chair of the CCEW LOC and Moderator of the event, who set the stage by emphasizing 

the significance of the CCEW celebration and the importance of sustainable chemistry in 

preserving our natural ecosystems. This was followed by a warm welcome address from Prof. 

Tolulope Fasina, the Chair-Elect, ACS Nigeria, who highlighted the chapter’s commitment to 

environmental advocacy and education. 

A significant highlight of the morning was the keynote presentation by Prof. Stephen Shaibu 

Ochigbo, a Professor of Polymer Technology at the Department of Chemistry, Federal University 

of Technology Minna (FUTMINNA). Following a citation read by Dr. Bisiriyu Mohammed, the 

Faculty Advisor, Federal University of Technology Minna (FUTMINNA).  Prof. Ochigbo 

delivered an insightful lecture that bridged the gap between fundamental science and economic 

development. 

Prof. Ochigbo’s keynote was particularly distinguished by its focus on ‘Innovation and 

Entrepreneurship’. He challenged participants to look beyond the woods as mere raw materials, 

instead viewing them as a frontier for high-value chemical entrepreneurship. He highlighted how 

innovative chemical processing of lignin and cellulose could lead to the development of 

sustainable bioplastics, pharmaceuticals, and renewable energy solutions, effectively turning 

environmental stewardship into viable, green business models for the next generation of Nigerian 

chemists. 

The session featured an engaging Q&A segment moderated by Chemist Okeh Ochulo, where 

participants delved deeper into research and the commercialization of wood. 

Student Chapter’s Presentations: ‘Fostering Future Chemists’ 

The event also served as a platform for the next generation of scientists. Under the coordination of 

Prof. Atim Johnson, the Chair, Committee on Student Chapters, the students from various chapters 

presented their research and projects related to the theme which was assessed by panel of judges; 

Prof. Lami Nnamonu, Prof. Olubunmi Atolani, Dr. Felicia Umana and Dr. Oluseun Popoola. These 

presentations show-cased innovative ideas on how chemistry can mitigate deforestation and 

enhance the management of timber and non-timber forest resources. 



Between the technical sessions, Chemist Okeh Ochulo hosted short, interactive quiz sessions that 

tested the participants' knowledge of Earth Week facts and wood-based chemistry, adding a 

spirited and educational element to the virtual gathering. 

Awards and Recognitions 

As the event drew to a close, Dr. Thompson Izuagie, the Secretary of the ACS Nigeria, announced 

the results of the fiercely contested Student Chapter presentations. The quality of the research and 

the clarity of the presentations were highly commended by the panel, with these student chapters 

emerging as winners. See below: 

The 2026 CCEW Presentation Winners: 

 1st Place: University of Lagos (UNILAG) 

 2nd Place: University of Uyo (UNIUYO) 

 3rd Place: University of Ibadan (UI) 

Closing and Reflections 

In her closing remarks, Dr. Felicia Ejiah, the Chair, Committee on Activities and Outreach, 

thanked the speaker, the students for their contributions to a successful virtual event and the LOC 

members (Chemists Faith Sutu Patrick-Inezi, Dr. Bisiriyu Mohamed, Prof. Atim Johnson, Okeh 

Ochulo). She reiterated that the theme ‘Into the Woods with Chemistry’ is a call to action for 

chemists to lead the way in sustainable development and environmental stewardship.  

Virtual Photo Session 

The celebration concluded with a virtual group photo and screenshot session, capturing the 

collective spirit of the ACS Nigeria Chapter members dedicated to a greener, chemically-informed 

future in line with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

Some photos from the event are attached below: 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 


